
For nearly a century, the American Cancer Society has fought 
for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every 
community. By taking what we’ve learned and turning it into 
what we do, we’ve contributed to a decrease in the overall 
cancer death rate. And thanks to this progress, 350 more 
birthdays are celebrated every day that would have been lost. 

The real thanks go to you – our dedicated supporters and 
volunteers who raise funds at hundreds of events. Your passion 
and commitment propel our lifesaving mission forward.

Here’s how we invest every dollar raised: 

For research funding, 
cancer-fighting 
programs around 
prevention and early 
detection, and free 
hands-on services to 
assist patients.

For community events 
and programs to raise 
funds for our mission, 
celebrate survivors 
and offer healing for 
those who’ve lost 
loved ones to cancer.

           

For general costs and 
overhead. We hold 
expenses in check for 
maximum focus on 
our lifesaving mission.

As tough on ourselves 
as we are on cancer
As we work to conquer cancer 
through research, prevention and 
patient services, we work just as 
diligently to use our resources 
wisely. We’re committed to 
good stewardship and routinely 
meet or exceed the standards 
established by various charity 
watchdog organizations. The 
value of our approach has 
earned us the National Charity 
Seal from the Better Business 
Bureau Wise Giving Alliance, 
a symbol of our continuing 
commitment to accountability 
and ethical practices. 
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How Your Fundraising Dollars    

    Fuel our Fight for 
More Birthdays

Thank you for helping us light more candles as we 
work toward a world with more birthdays.

cancer.org       
IllinoisCancerHelp.org 1.800.227.2345

(2011 Data)



save lives and create
more birthdays by...

The funds you raise help
the American Cancer Society

cancer.org       
IllinoisCancerHelp.org 1.800.227.2345

Helping People Stay Well 
The key to a world with more birthdays means preventing cancer and finding it early. 
Our free education programs help tens of thousands of Illinoisans learn about cancer 
screenings, proper nutrition and recommended daily exercise. 

Helping People Get Well
The American Cancer Society helps people with cancer give themselves the best chance 
to get well. With free support available at 1.800.227.2345 or IllinoisCancerHelp.org, 
help is only a call or click away. And with our patient centers in hospitals and cancer 
centers statewide, free hands-on help is available where it’s needed most. This year 

we’ll assist 33,000 patients and caregivers in Illinois.

Finding Cures
As the nation’s largest private funder of cancer research, we’ve paved the way toward a 
world with less cancer. From treatment and medication discoveries that help people live 
longer, to pioneering cancer prevention and screening tests, nearly every major cancer 
breakthrough of the last century has roots in our research. Currently we’re funding 
nearly $25 million in research grants at Illinois institutions.

Fighting Back
The healing power of community events…access to legislators and policy makers…a 
platform to share their experience. The American Cancer Society rallies people to fight 
back against cancer. From dancing at galas to playing golf or walking with a four-
legged friend, participation at Society events raises funds to move us closer to a world 
with less cancer and more birthdays.  

How do we know we’re making a difference?  
More than 11 million cancer survivors celebrating birthdays 
this year are living proof of our progress.
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